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Manuscript Structure for Management and Social Sciences Manuscript
Before you submit your manuscript, you must read and follow the guidelines below.
Title 	Comment by HP: Manuscript Title: Should be specific, concise (no more than 15 to 20 words), and contain relevant keywords. Avoid jargon and abbreviations.


Abstract	Comment by HP: The abstract should be written as a single paragraph without sub-headings and must concisely present the essential elements of the study in a logical sequence. It should briefly include the purpose of the study, methodology, key findings, conclusion, implications, and the originality or value of the research within the specified word limit.

The abstract should be limited to 150–180 words, excluding keywords 

Keywords	Comment by HP: Provide 3–5 appropriate keywords that reflect the core focus of the study, for improving indexing and discoverability. Keywords should be listed in alphabetical order, with the first keyword capitalised and the remaining in lowercase unless they are proper nouns. The editorial team may refine keywords to ensure consistency and enhance discoverability (if required).






Introduction	Comment by HP: The introduction should clearly establish the relevance, purpose, and contribution of the study. It is expected to be focused, coherent, and concise, guiding readers from the broader context to the specific research problem.
The introduction should:
Contextualise the study by situating the topic within the relevant theoretical, empirical, and practical landscape, drawing on current and high-quality literature (typically including 5–7 recent and relevant citations).
Clearly articulate the research problem, demonstrating how it emerges from existing literature, practice, or policy debates.
Identify and justify the research gap, explaining what is not yet known, insufficiently explored, or theoretically underdeveloped, and why addressing this gap is important.
State the study’s objectives, and where appropriate, clearly present the research questions.
Highlight the contribution of the study, specifying its significance for theory development, empirical understanding, managerial practice, and/or policy formulation.
Provide a brief overview of the paper’s structure (optional but recommended for longer or more complex manuscripts).
Authors should ensure that the introduction does not overwhelm the manuscript with excessive detail. Instead, it should be strategically written to motivate the study, establish scholarly relevance, and engage the reader, while maintaining clarity and logical flow.








Literature Review	Comment by HP: This section must:
Critically synthesise approximately 20–25 relevant scholarly sources, structured under 2–3 coherent thematic subheadings.
Include 5 -7 recent publications from the current year to demonstrate engagement with the most up-to-date research.
Avoid mere descriptive listing: instead, systematically compare, contrast, and contextualise prior findings.
Identify key themes, inconsistencies, contradictions, and gaps in the literature.
Conclude by clearly linking the reviewed literature to the study’s research questions or objectives.
Where applicable, develop a conceptual framework or research model and formulate hypotheses grounded in the literature.
Note: Use APA 7th edition in-text citations throughout. 







	

































Research Methods	Comment by HP: This section must clearly and transparently describe how the study was conducted to ensure rigor, replicability, and credibility. Authors should include the following:
Research Design: Clearly specify whether the study adopts a qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-methods approach.
-Quantitative studies should specify the research type (e.g., survey, correlational, experimental), define key variables, and describe measurement instruments.
-Qualitative studies should identify the research design (e.g., case study, phenomenology, grounded theory, ethnography) and justify its suitability.
-Mixed-methods studies should state the design (e.g., convergent, sequential explanatory/exploratory), describe sequencing, timing, and explain how data integration was achieved.
Study Context / Area: Describe the study setting, organisational, institutional, or geographical context relevant to the research.
Sampling and Participants: Detail the sampling strategy, population, sample size, inclusion and exclusion criteria, and a brief demographic overview. 
Data Collection Procedures: Explain data sources and instruments (e.g., surveys, interviews, observations, archival data), number of items or sessions, administration procedures, and data collection period.
Measurement and Instrumentation (where applicable): Describe scale development or adoption, validity and reliability considerations, and any pilot testing conducted.
Data Analysis Techniques: Specify analytical tools and software used (e.g., SPSS, R, Python, AMOS, SmartPLS, NVivo) and clearly describe the analytical procedures employed.
Ethical Considerations: State ethical approval (where applicable), informed consent procedures, confidentiality safeguards, and compliance with relevant ethical standards.













	

























Results and Analysis 	Comment by HP: This section should present the study’s findings clearly, objectively, and without interpretation or discussion. Authors should adhere to the following:
Alignment with Research Questions: Results must directly address the stated research questions or hypotheses, presented in a logical sequence.
Quantitative Studies: Report descriptive and inferential statistics clearly, in accordance with APA 7th edition guidelines.
Qualitative Studies: Present clearly defined themes or categories, supported by concise and representative quotations or evidence. 
Mixed-Methods Studies: Report quantitative and qualitative results separately before presenting integrated or merged findings where appropriate.
Tables and Figures: Use tables and figures selectively to enhance clarity. A maximum of four (4) tables and/or figures is permitted, each properly numbered, titled, and formatted according to APA 7th edition standards.
Clarity and Precision: Avoid interpretation, comparison with prior studies, or theoretical explanation, which should be reserved for the Discussion section.





































Discussion	Comment by HP: The discussion section should interpret and contextualise the study’s findings in relation to existing literature and the study’s objectives. Authors should:
Briefly restate the key findings, focusing on results that directly address the research questions or hypotheses.
Interpret the findings, explaining what they mean rather than repeating the results.
Situate the findings within prior research, clearly identifying areas of convergence, divergence, or extension relative to existing studies.
Theorize the findings, explaining how they support, extend, or challenge existing theory and frameworks.
Highlight significant insights, including unexpected or novel findings. Discuss unexpected or contradictory results, offering plausible explanations grounded in theory, context, or methodology.







































Conclusion and Implications	Comment by HP: The Conclusion and Implications section should synthesise the study’s contributions, meaning, and relevance, providing a clear takeaway for readers. Authors should:
Clearly articulate what the study demonstrates or establishes, derived directly from the results and analysis.
Highlighting theoretical, practical, societal, and policy implications.
Acknowledge limitations and discuss their potential impact on interpretation and generalizability.
Offering specific, actionable directions for future research.















Limitations and Future Research 	Comment by HP: Authors should briefly acknowledge the limitations of the study, such as constraints related to sample size, geographic scope, research design, data sources, or methodological approach, which may affect the generalizability of the findings. The section should then outline clear directions for future research, suggesting how subsequent studies can address these limitations, apply different methodologies, examine additional variables, or explore the phenomenon in other contexts to extend and deepen the existing body of knowledge.
















References
All references must:	Comment by HP: Be formatted in APA 7th edition style.
Include recent and credible peer-reviewed sources.
Match every in-text citation with a reference entry and vice versa.





































Additional Information 
The authors have to prepare the following additional information: 
Conflict of Interest (It is mandatory)	Comment by HP: Authors must disclose any financial, personal, or professional relationships that could be perceived to influence the research results or their interpretation. If no conflicts exist, include the statement: “The authors declare no conflict of interest.” Authors should ensure that all conflicts of interest are transparent and complete. 




Funding (Mandatory if any)	Comment by HP: All sources of funding for the study must be fully disclosed. Authors should clearly indicate any grants or financial support received for conducting the research or covering publication costs. Funding information should be provided during manuscript submission and, if the article is accepted, included in the published article.
Authors must use one of the following statements:
“This research received no external funding.”
“This research was funded by [Name of Funder], Grant Number [XXX].”
Carefully check that all details are accurate and use the official, standardised spelling of funding agency names.




Acknowledgment (Only if any)	Comment by HP: This section is for recognising support that does not qualify for authorship or funding disclosure. This may include:
Administrative, technical, or editorial assistance
Provision of materials, equipment, or resources
Contributions from individuals who provided guidance, feedback, or other support but do not meet authorship criteria
Authors should ensure that all acknowledged individuals consent to being named in the manuscript. However, in the Acknowledgements section, authors should mention only individuals or institutions that have made a substantial and demonstrable contribution to the work. Expressions of courtesy, personal obligation, or ceremonial recognition should be avoided.



Supplementary Materials	Comment by HP: Describe any supplementary material published online alongside the manuscript (figures, tables, videos, spreadsheets, etc.). Please indicate the name and title of each element as follows: Figure S1: title, Table S1: title, etc.


[bookmark: _v1qyaml47z9s]Author Contributions	Comment by HP: Each author must have made a substantial contribution to the study, including conceptualisation, design, data acquisition, analysis, interpretation, or drafting/revising the manuscript, and must have approved the submitted version. Authors also agree to be accountable for their contributions and for ensuring the integrity and accuracy of the work.
For multi-author studies, a short paragraph specifying individual contributions must be provided using the following format:
Example:
 “Conceptualisation, X.X. and Y.Y.; Methodology, X.X.; Software, X.X.; Validation, X.X., Y.Y., and Z.Z.; Formal Analysis, X.X.; Investigation, X.X.; Resources, X.X.; Data Curation, X.X.; Writing – Original Draft, X.X.; Writing – Review & Editing, X.X.; Visualisation, X.X.; Supervision, X.X.; Project Administration, X.X.”

Author’s Bio	Comment by HP: A strong academic short bio within 80-100 words should contain:
Full name
Current designation
Institution
Highest qualification or academic status
Primary research areas
Publication or research experience (brief mention)
Current academic/research focus (optional but good)







Note:- Disclosure of AI Use 	Comment by HP: All AI use must be declared in an AI Use Statement in the Acknowledgments section, including:
Name and version of the AI tool used
Purpose of AI use (e.g., grammar, clarity, data synthesis)
Confirmation that all AI-generated content has been reviewed and validated by the authors
For transparency, manuscripts should include a statement such as:
 "During the preparation of this manuscript, the author(s) used [tool name, version] for [purpose]. All output was reviewed and edited by the authors, who take full responsibility for the content of this publication."
“The authors used [AI Tool Name] for [purpose, e.g., grammar checking, summarising background]. The authors take full responsibility for the content and interpretation of the work.”
If no AI tools were used, authors may state:
“No generative AI tools were used in the preparation of this manuscript.”
































Manuscript Structure for Humanities Articles
Humanities manuscripts should be structured according to the nature of the research, argument, sources, and disciplinary conventions. The headings below provide a recommended framework rather than a rigid structure; authors may combine, rename, reorder, or adapt sections where appropriate to suit the scholarly requirements of their manuscript. Detailed requirements are provided in the Author Guidelines.
Title
The title should be concise, informative, and accurately reflect the central topic, argument, text, phenomenon, or research problem of the manuscript.
Abstract (within 150 words)
The abstract should be presented in a single paragraph without subheadings and must concisely present the essential elements of the study in a logical sequence.  
Keywords
Provide 3–5 relevant keywords representing the central themes, concepts, subjects, or disciplinary focus of the manuscript.
Introduction
The Introduction should establish the intellectual context, research problem or central question, purpose or argument, significance, and originality of the study.
Scholarly Context and Literature
This section should critically engage with relevant scholarship, establish the intellectual context of the study, and identify significant debates, perspectives, gaps, or unresolved issues relevant to the research.

Research Methods/Approach and Sources
Authors should clearly explain the approach, sources, materials, or evidence used to develop and substantiate the study. The structure and terminology of this section may vary according to the disciplinary and methodological nature of the research.
Analysis and Argument
This section should present the principal analysis and develop the central argument through appropriate evidence, interpretation, critical engagement, and disciplinary perspectives. Authors may organise the analysis under thematic, chronological, textual, theoretical, or other appropriate subheadings.
Discussion 
Where appropriate, authors should interpret the principal insights of the study in relation to existing scholarship and articulate its originality, significance, and contribution to the relevant field. Analysis and discussion may be combined where appropriate.
Conclusion
The Conclusion should synthesise the central argument, principal insights, and scholarly contribution of the study, providing a clear and meaningful takeaway for readers. Broader implications may be discussed where relevant.
Limitations and Future Research
Where applicable, authors should acknowledge relevant limitations and identify directions for further scholarly inquiry. This section is not mandatory where such considerations are not meaningful to the nature of the study.
Work Cited 
Should follow the latest MLA guidelines for in-text citations, quotations, and the Works Cited list.

Additional Information
Where applicable, authors should provide statements concerning conflicts of interest, funding, acknowledgements, supplementary materials, author contributions, author biography, and AI use disclosure, in accordance with JINA's relevant policies.


